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Introduction
Â "Great Spirit, help me never to judge 

another until I have walked in his 

moccasins." Sioux Indian Prayer

Â ñAnd please help me to know what size they 

are before I try to fit them on my size 

thirteen feet.ò  Forsyth 2010



NorthernLakes College presence

25% of the land area

3% of population

LEGEND



Context

Â Demographics

ÉMean Age 29   Max 62   Min17   

ÉFemale 70%    Male 30%

ÉLast grade completed 8.9 sd 1.7

ÉMedian age for last grade completed 16

ÉCree /Dene language background* - 79%.
ï* Cree/Dene speaking parents or 

grandparents.



Questions
Â Why do our students have difficulty with upper 

level high school and college courses?

Â Why do Aboriginal students perform poorly on 

tests of vocabulary even though they appear to 

speak English fluently?

Â What is the level of language proficiency in our 

population in the intergroup domain? 



Issues 

Â MAINSTREAM

- Children are creations 

of the parents

- Children must be 

molded and directed in 

becoming people

- Children learn through 

formal education & 

planned activities

- Confrontation and 

punishment

- Mistakes made once, 

parents teach by 

consequences

Â TRADITIONAL

- Children are gifts from 

Creator

- Children are unique, 

whole  individuals

- Children learn by 

observation and 

experience

- òCarefrontation ó through 

stories and humour

- Make mistakes many 

times until the child 

learns

Cultural

Oral tradition

Demonstration

Observation

I.e. CHILD REARING PRACTICES



Issues
Â Social
ÉResidential school

É Limited opportunities

F Without abandoning 

social infrastructure

Â Loss of traditional 

language and culture
Â Limited Exposure to the larger 

ñworld viewò            



Issues
Â Environmental
É Isolation 

É Limited resources

F Reading 

materials

Medical 

services

140 to 200 km

Â Recreation



Issues

Â Economic
É Living off the land

ÉSeasonal 

employment

ÉSubsistence living

ÉBoom/bust cycles

ÉOptions

Å Lack of resources for 

higher education



History

Â Elimination of first language 

Â Limited exposure to English language

Â Social context of language development

Â Learning theory

Â Socio-economic factors limiting language 

development

Â .



History of Native exposure to 
English

Â 1502-1763 French

Â 1763-1867 English, Scottish, Irish

FCollaboration

FWelcomed parochial schools 

Â Industrial revolution

Â European migration- invasion

Â Resentment -Resistance



History of Native exposure to 
English-continued

Â 1867 - Confederation

Â 1880's - Residential schools

É Assimilation - unsuccessful

É Emphasis on vocational training

Â 1945 - Integration into public schools

Â 1988 - Last residential schools in the 

provinces



ñIf it were possible to gather in all the Indian 

children and retain them for a certain period, 

there would be produced a generation of 

English-speaking Indians, accustomed to the 

ways of civilized life, which then might be a 

dominant body among themselves, capable of 

holding its own with its white neighbours; and 

thus would be brought about the rapidly 

decreasing expenditure until the same should 

forever cease, and the Indian problem would be 

solved.ò(Canada, 1895.)



Modern    Conciousness

Â rationality

Â componentiality 

Â plurality



Modern    -- Native

Â rationality 

Â componentiality

Â plurality

Â individuality

Â non-intervention 

Â integration of 

knowledge, 

Â entropy. 



Social Relation of Dominance
Modern

Dyadic Turn Taking

Dominance
Superordinate         Subordinate

Teacher/Parent      Student/Child

Initiator       Acknowledge
sets the agenda or topic

Display

Spectator      Exhibitionist

Dependence

Caregiver          Petitioner

Native

Respect and Sharing
Dominance

Superordinate Subordinate

Teacher/Parent   Student/Child

Mutual respect   -Sharing

Display

Exhibitionist   Spectator

Dependence

Provider    Respectful
Observer



Forsyth, 1999
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WJ-R Comparison of  Adult W Scores
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Diglossia

Â Language 1

Â Informal L1

Â Language 2

Â Formal L1



Domains of Language 

Â Intimate

Â Informal

ÂFormal

Â Intergroup



Accommodation ?
Â Identify a valid and reliable instrument for 

measuring Limited English Proficiency among 

Learners.

Â Help learners recognize limits in language 

development

Â Help instructors adapt instruction to 

ameloriate LEP issues in instruction



Levels Test of Productive 
Vocabulary

Â Laufer and Nation 1995, 1999

Â Designed for ESL 

Â Levels 

É2000, 3000, 5000, University, 10,000

Â Measure of active and receptive vocabulary

Égrade 10 Israeli students

ÉAsian ESL university students in New Zealand



Language Proficiency by Grade
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Comparison of ESL and LEP scores on 

The Vocabulary-Size Test of Controlled Productive Vocabulary 
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Learner Support Services

É Site Coordinator, Access Facilitator

É Site Visits

É Distance Learning Labs

É Site Coordinator Resource Packages

É Distance Learning Study Packages

É Computer Conference

É Library and Counselling Services

É Consultation with Learning Specialist



Distance Instruction

Â Visual and audio supplements

Â Multiple choice test taking skills

Â Practice essays and exams

Â Shared insights: oral and written

Â Information sheets



Strategies

Dominance

Â Mutual Respect

- shared personal information

- personal to academic

- relevance of objectives



Strategies
Display

Â Exhibitionist/Spectator

-SQ3R survey to identify weak vocabulary

encourage personal glossaries, 

-models and samples of writing

-practice sessions

-group assignments- oral discussion

-sharing of exhibitionist role



Strategies

Dependence

Â Caregiver/Careful Petitioner

-stress individuality

-offer choices of assignments

-anticipate weaknesses: group tutorials

-approach individuals with questions


